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AFRICAN AMERICAN AND
DIASPORA STUDIES
Admission Requirements
Requirements listed here are in addition to requirements listed
in GCAC-208 Dual-Title Graduate Degree Programs (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-200/
gcac-208-dual-titles/).

For admission to the dual-title Ph.D. degree under this program, a
student must first apply and be admitted to an approved partnering
graduate program. Once accepted by the partnering graduate program,
the student can apply to the African American and Diaspora Studies
Admissions Committee, which will be composed of Graduate Faculty
in the Department of African American Studies. The application must
include a statement of purpose that addresses how the student’s
research and professional goals intersect with the objectives of the dual-
title graduate degree program in African American and Diaspora Studies.
The Admissions Committee reviews applications and recommends
students for admission to the dual-title PhD program in African American
and Diaspora Studies.

Students may apply to the dual-title program when they request
admission to the partner department, or at any time prior to taking the
qualifying exam in the primary graduate program, provided that they
secure the approval of the graduate director of the partner department.
Practically speaking, this will likely mean applying to the dual-title
program before completing the second year of study in the partner
department. Students applying to the dual-title degree program should
be aware that participating in a dual-title program may require additional
time to complete the degree; students should plan ahead to secure
sufficient funding.

The African American and Diaspora Studies dual-title graduate degree
program will follow the timetable and admission requirements of its
partnering graduate programs.

GPA and GRE Requirements
Applicants entering with only an undergraduate degree should have a
junior/senior cumulative average of at least 3.00 (on a 4.00 scale), and,
where applicable, a minimum GPA of 3.50 for all graduate work previously
undertaken. Exceptions to the minimum GPA requirement may be made
for students with special backgrounds, abilities, and interests. Each
applicant must submit the scores of the Graduate Record Examination
(GRE) taken within five years previous to the date of application.
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