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ARCHITECTURE
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Master of architecture (M.Arch.)
The applicant’s baccalaureate degree may be in a field other than
architecture or be a non-professional baccalaureate degree in
architecture. This M.Arch. program culminates in a professional degree,
accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB).

A minimum grade-point average [GPA] of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale is required.

All applicants for admission to the M.Arch. degree program must submit
the following:

• a completed Graduate School application (http://
www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/), and
payment of the non-refundable application fee

• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/)

• names of three faculty members or professionals acquainted with
the applicant's academic history who can be contacted and invited to
provide reference letters

• a statement of intent, which should be primarily a description of the
applicant's professional goals, subjects of study, and the area(s) of
anticipated architectural inquiry

• a portfolio of creative and design work executed at the undergraduate
level, under professional guidance or independently, provided
that such work can be evidenced as executed by the applicant,
is an important part of the graduate application. A minimum
portfolio representation of one project for each year of academic
undergraduate study, or its equivalent, is required

• other evidence of academic excellence, such as awards, design and
scholarly achievements, and other recognitions that the applicant
wishes to have considered by the admissions committee

Master of Science (M.S.)
All applicants must hold either (1) a professionally accredited
baccalaureate degree in architecture or related field from a regionally
accredited U.S. institution or (2) a tertiary (postsecondary) degree
that is deemed comparable to a professionally accredited bachelor's
degree in architecture or related field from a regionally accredited U.S.
institution; this degree must be from an officially recognized degree-
granting institution in the country in which it operates. Alternatively,
the applicant can hold (3) a baccalaureate degree from a regionally
accredited U.S. institution plus a professionally accredited master's
degree in architecture or related field or (4) a tertiary (postsecondary)
degree that is deemed comparable to a bachelor's degree from a
regionally accredited U.S. institution plus a professionally accredited
master's degree in architecture or related field. These degrees must be
from officially recognized degree-granting institutions in the country in
which they operate.

A minimum grade-point average [GPA] of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale is required.

All applicants for admission to the M.S. in Architecture degree program
must submit the following:

• a completed Graduate School application (http://
www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/), and
payment of the non-refundable application fee

• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/).

• names of three faculty members or professionals acquainted with
the applicant's academic history who can be contacted and invited to
provide reference letters

• a statement of intent, which should be primarily a description of the
applicant's professional goals, subjects of study, and the area(s) of
anticipated architectural inquiry

• a portfolio of creative and design work executed at the undergraduate
level, under professional guidance or independently, provided
that such work can be evidenced as executed by the applicant,
is an important part of the graduate application. A minimum
portfolio representation of one project for each year of academic
undergraduate study, or its equivalent, is required

• other evidence of academic excellence, such as awards, design and
scholarly achievements, and other recognitions that the applicant
wishes to have considered by the admissions committee

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
All applicants must hold either (1) a professionally accredited
baccalaureate degree in architecture or landscape architecture from
a regionally accredited U.S. institution and a master's degree in
architecture or landscape architecture or related field or (2) a tertiary
(postsecondary) degree that is deemed comparable to a professionally
accredited bachelor's degree in architecture or landscape architecture
from a regionally accredited U.S. institution and a master's degree in
architecture or landscape architecture or related field; both degrees
must be from an officially recognized degree-granting institution in the
country in which they operate. Alternatively, the applicant can hold (3)
a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited U.S. institution
plus a professionally accredited master's degree in architecture or
landscape architecture or (4) a tertiary (postsecondary) degree that is
deemed comparable to a bachelor's degree from a regionally accredited
U.S. institution plus a professionally accredited master's degree in
architecture or landscape architecture; these degrees must be from
officially recognized degree-granting institutions in the country in which
they operate. Outstanding candidates who do not hold a professional
architecture or landscape architecture degree but who satisfy all other
entrance requirements may be admitted at the discretion of the program.

An overall minimum grade-point average of 3.20 for graduate and
undergraduate degrees is required for admission. Exceptions to the
minimum 3.20 grade-point average may be made for students with
special backgrounds, abilities, and interests at the discretion of the
program.

All applicants for admission to the Ph.D. degree program must submit the
following:

• a completed Graduate School application (http://
www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/) and
payment of the application fee
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• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/)

• names of three faculty members or professionals acquainted with
the applicant's academic history who can be contacted and invited to
provide reference letters

• a Ph.D. Essay that (1) articulates the reasons for pursuing graduate
training; (2) demonstrates that the Ph.D. program has been carefully
considered and a relevant faculty member has been identified; (3)
presents a clear research focus; and (4) highlights how previous
education, academic background, and/or professional experience
provide a foundation for pursuing graduate training in this research
field

• a Curriculum Vitae

•  
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