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ART
Degree Requirements
Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.)
Requirements listed here are in addition to Graduate Council policies
listed under GCAC-700 Professional Degree Policies (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

The School of Visual Arts requires a minimum total of 60 credits at
the 400, 500, or 800 level, with a minimum of 24 credits at the 500
level, for the Master of Fine Arts degree. Not more than 10 credits
may be transferred from other accredited graduate institutions,
subject to restrictions outlined in GCAC-309 Transfer Credit (http://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/
transfer-credit/). Of the 60 credits required for graduation, candidates are
expected to complete the following distribution of credits: 30 credits in a
major area of concentration, 12 credits in art history and critical studies,
10 credits in related areas, and 8 credits in graduate seminar (ART 505).

In addition to course work, M.F.A. candidates must pass a candidacy
review, which is usually held at the end of the second semester of
study, submit an artist's statement, pass the M.F.A. comprehensive
oral examination and produce an M.F.A. exhibition. The approval of the
M.F.A exhibition by a candidate’s committee represents the culminating
experience of the program.
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