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BIOETHICS
Degree Requirements
Requirements listed here are in addition to requirements listed
in GCAC-208 Dual-Title Graduate Degree Programs (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-200/
gcac-208-dual-titles/).

General requirements for the dual-title Ph.D. in Bioethics are:

• Required course work described below.
• Comprehensive examination in bioethics and the related field, with

the format and content to be determined by agreement with the major
department.

• Dissertation on a bioethics-related topic or that includes a substantial
bioethics component.

Code Title Credits
Required Courses
BIOET 501 Perspectives and Methods in Bioethics 3
BIOET 502 Perspectives in Macro-Bioethics 3
BIOET 590 Bioethics Colloquium 1
3 additional BIOET credits at the 500 level 1` 3
8 credits from a list of approved electives at the 400 and 500 level,
with at least two credits at the 500 level 2

8

Total Credits 18

1 With the approval of the Director of the Bioethics Graduate Program,
students may also fulfill the requirement for the three additional 500-
level BIOET credits through one of four alternatives:

• BIOET 590 (since the topics will vary from semester, students may
take this course in subsequent semesters for additional credit)

• BIOET 594
• BIOET 596
• an additional elective course determined to satisfy this requirement

on the grounds that the syllabus indicates a sufficiently strong
bioethics content.

2 Students in the program will take the remaining credits by choosing
from a wide variety of existing elective courses at the 400 and 500
levels from a list maintained by the Director of the Bioethics Graduate
Program in consultation with the Bioethics Program Committee.
Students also have the right to petition the Director of the Bioethics
Graduate Program to request that additional courses be added to the
list of electives. The elective courses chosen by the student must be
approved by either the Director of the Bioethics Graduate Program or,
with the agreement of the Director, by another member of the Bioethics
Program Committee. In addition, students may pursue an internship or
practicum (BIOET 595), provided that this is approved in advance by the
Director of the Bioethics Graduate Program.

Language Competency Requirements
The student will fulfill the language requirement specified by the major
department through which the student is admitted to the dual-title degree
program.

Qualifying Examination
The qualifying examination committee for the dual-title Ph.D. degree
must include at least one Graduate Faculty member from the Bioethics
program. Faculty members who hold appointments in both programs’
Graduate Faculty may serve in a combined role. There will be a single
qualifying examination, containing elements of both the primary graduate
degree program and Bioethics. Dual-title graduate degree students may
require an additional semester to fulfill requirements for both areas of
study and, therefore, the qualifying examination may be delayed one
semester beyond the normal period allowable.

Committee Composition
In addition to the general Graduate Council requirements for Ph.D.
committees (http://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/
gcac/gcac-600/phd-dissertation-committee-formation/), the Ph.D.
committee of a Bioethics dual-title doctoral degree student must include
at least one member of the Bioethics Graduate Faculty. Where major
programs are supportive of this, graduate students will be encouraged
to have a second committee member so qualified. Faculty members who
hold appointments in both programs may serve in a combined role. If the
committee chair does not serve in this combined role, the faculty member
representing the Bioethics program must be designated as co-chair of the
committee. The dual-title representative(s) will be expected to participate
in constructing and grading comprehensive examination questions that
cover the secondary area of study.

Comprehensive Exams
The faculty member (or members) affiliated with the Bioethics program
will be responsible for administering a portion of the comprehensive
exam that will require the student to demonstrate an understanding
of various theoretical and methodological approaches to bioethics,
and an ability to apply them to issues and problems (including, where
appropriate, practical problems) in their major field.

Dissertation
A dissertation on a bioethics-related topic or with a substantial bioethics
component is required of students in the dual-title Ph.D. program. The
bioethics-related topic of the dissertation or the bioethics component
will be approved by the student's committee. Upon completion of the
doctoral dissertation, the candidate must pass a final oral examination
(the dissertation defense) to earn the Ph.D. degree. The dissertation must
be accepted by the Ph.D. committee, the head of the graduate program,
and the Graduate School.
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