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CIVIL ENGINEERING (CAPITAL)
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Admission into the Master of Science (M.S.) Civil Engineering program
will be granted only to candidates who demonstrate high potential for
success in graduate studies. Applicants should have undergraduate
degrees in engineering or technology-related fields from an accredited
university and must meet the admission requirements as set by Penn
State's Graduate School. For admission, an undergraduate cumulative
grade-point average of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale. Scores from the GRE
are required for those who indicate an interest in a school/college-funded
assistantship.

Exceptions to the minimum 3.00 grade-point average may be made
for students with special backgrounds, abilities, and interests.
Students with a baccalaureate degree in non-civil engineering and
engineering technology could be admitted on a provisional basis (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/
gcac-303-provisional-admission/) pending successful completion of
prerequisite courses within 1-2 semesters of admission.

Applicants should submit the following:

• a completed Graduate School online application with the application
fee;

• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/);

• three (3) letters of professional recommendations from individuals
who can evaluate the applicant's potential;

• a personal statement of professional interest, goals, and experience;
• test scores from the Graduate Record Examination (GRE); and
• a statement of interest in a graduate assistantship, if desired (full-

time study required).

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.

Prerequisite Courses
Students may be admitted to the program from various engineering/
engineering technology disciplines. Students applying for admission are
expected to have B.S. degree in engineering/engineering technology and
completed the following core courses:

• Physics I and II (one year of college physics);
• Calculus I and II (differential and integral calculus);
• Differential equations;
• Chemistry (one semester);
• Statics;

• Dynamics; and
• Strength of materials.

https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-admissions/how-to-apply/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-admissions/how-to-apply/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-admissions/how-to-apply/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-admissions/how-to-apply/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-303-provisional-admission/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-303-provisional-admission/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-303-provisional-admission/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-303-provisional-admission/
http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/
http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/
http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/
https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/

