
Criminal Justice 1

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

• A completed Graduate School application for admission (http://
www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/) with
the application fee.

• Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/).

• Three letters of recommendation.
• A brief (two-page) statement of purpose or a writing sample.
• Minimum GPA of a 3.0 for the last 60 credits of undergraduate study.

Satisfactory scores on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE),
Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT), or Law School
Admissions Test (LSAT) are required if the GPA is less than 3.0. Note:
All students who seek funding must take one of these standardized tests,
preferably the GRE.

• Some foundational course work may be required for those students
who did not major in criminal justice as an undergraduate. This
decision will be made by the MACJ Program Coordinator after a close
review of the undergraduate transcript.

• In exceptional cases, the program may also approve admission by
reason of special backgrounds, abilities, and interests.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.
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