
Economics 1

ECONOMICS
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Graduate study in Economics relies heavily on abstract mathematics.
It is recommended that, at a minimum, applicants should have taken
mathematics up through multivariate calculus.

We require that applicants take the 3-part general aptitude GRE. In
judging applicants, we try to take into account that different applicants
expend different amounts of effort in preparing for the GRE and that there
are systematic differences among applicants from different countries. We
require that the GRE be taken within 5 years prior to applying to our Ph.D.
program.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.

We place considerable weight on, and require three (3) letters of
recommendation. Letters should be from people who know you well
and who are familiar with graduate programs in Economics at leading
universities. The most valuable letters are from people who can credibly
compare you to others who have succeeded in such programs.

Highly successful Ph.D. students in Economics display a wide variety
of research skills, including creativity. The questions we ask on the
application are intended to elicit information about those skills. Also, if
you have completed a paper that displays such skills, upload it via the
GRADS online application system.
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