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ENVIRONMENTAL
ENGINEERING
Degree Requirements
Master of Engineering (M.Eng.)
Requirements listed here are in addition to Graduate Council policies
listed under GCAC-700 Professional Degree Policies (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

The M.Eng. degree is a non-thesis professional master's degree. The
program provides training for advanced professional practice. A minimum
of 31 credits (400, 500, and 800 level) of course work are required.
At least 18 credits must be earned in graduate courses (500 level).
At least 12 credits must be earned in courses with the CE prefix. At
least 20 credits must be earned at an established graduate campus
of the University. All students are required to take CE 835 to fulfill the
requirement for a culminating experience. Specific core courses are
also required. All students are required to take the 1-credit CE 590 and
complete all requirements for Scholarship and Research Integrity (SARI)
training. The M.Eng. degree is designed as a two-semester master’s
degree program and students are required to start their degree in the Fall
semester. The preferred plan of study is as follows:

• Fall semester: Fifteen credits of course work plus one credit of CE 590
• Spring semester: Fifteen credits of course work, including CE 835

Continuous registration is required for all M.S. and Ph.D. graduate
students until the thesis (M.S.) or dissertation (Ph.D.) has been approved
or course requirements have been satisfied (M.Eng.).

Master of Science (M.S.)
Requirements listed here are in addition to Graduate Council
policies listed under GCAC-600 Research Degree Policies. (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/)

The M.S. degree program is strongly oriented toward research. A thesis
is required, and at least 6 credits of thesis research (CE 600 or CE 610)
must be included in the student's academic course plan. A minimum of
31 credits (400, 500, 600, and 800 level) are required, of which 20 must be
earned at an established graduate campus of the University. A minimum
of 24 credits of course work are required. A minimum of 12 credits of
course work (400 and 500 level) must be completed in the major (courses
prefixed CE). At least 18 credits in the 500 and 600 levels, combined,
must be included in the program. Specific core courses are also required.
All students are required to take the 1-credit CE 590 and complete all
requirements for Scholarship and Research Integrity (SARI) training.
Students are not permitted to count audited credits toward the minimum
credits required for the degree.

Continuous registration is required for all M.S. and Ph.D. graduate
students until the thesis (M.S.) or dissertation (Ph.D.) has been approved
or course requirements have been satisfied (M.Eng.).

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
Requirements listed here are in addition to Graduate Council
policies listed under GCAC-600 Research Degree Policies. (https://
gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/)

For the Ph.D. degree, a minimum of 21 credits of course work (400, 500,
600, and 800) is required beyond the M.S. degree, or 15 credits beyond

the M.S. in Environmental Engineering from Penn State. Specific core
courses are also required. All students are required to take the 1-credit
CE 590 and complete all requirements for Scholarship and Research
Integrity (SARI) training. Students are not permitted to count audited
credits toward the minimum credits required for the degree. A candidate
for the Ph.D. degree must pass the English proficiency and qualifying
examinations, prepare and defend the dissertation proposal as part of
the oral comprehensive examination, and pass the final oral examination
(dissertation defense). Prior to completion of the Ph.D. program, the
student must spend at least two consecutive semesters as a registered
full-time student.

Continuous registration is required for all M.S. and Ph.D. graduate
students until the thesis (M.S.) or dissertation (Ph.D.) has been approved
or course requirements have been satisfied (M.Eng.).
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