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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Admission is granted only to candidates who demonstrate high promise
of success for graduate work.

An undergraduate and/or graduate GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale is
required for admission.  It is strongly preferred that applicants present at
least five years of related professional work experience.

Admission decisions are based on a review of the applicant’s professional
and academic accomplishments as presented in the Admissions Dossier
and the quality of the applicant's credentials in relation to those of
other applicants who meet the requirements for admission.  A complete
Admissions Dossier includes the following:

• online Graduate School application (http://gradschool.psu.edu/
prospective-students/how-to-apply/) and non-refundable application
fee;

• current resume, preferably indicating at least five years of related
work experience;

• official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
(http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/prospective-students/how-to-apply/
new-applicants/requirements-for-graduate-admission/); 

• completion of two 300-word leadership essay questions developed
by the faculty to assess an applicant’s logical reasoning and writing
skills;

• two confidential evaluation forms/letters of endorsement from
executives or community leaders detailing their evaluation of the
applicant's leadership ability and potential.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.
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