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MASS COMMUNICATIONS
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

All students seeking admission to the program are required to submit
Graduate Record Examination scores, official transcripts from all post-
secondary institutions attended (http://www.gradschool.psu.edu/
prospective-students/how-to-apply/new-applicants/requirements-
for-graduate-admission/), and three letters of recommendation from
individuals qualified to comment on their ability to perform successfully
at the doctoral level. In most cases, a completed master's degree is
required for admission to the program. In addition, applicants are required
to submit a formal statement indicating what they expect to achieve and
how their educational background qualifies them for doctoral-level study
in mass communications. Admission decisions are made by the college
admissions committee.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.

Applicants to the Mass Communications Ph.D. program must have a
minimum TOEFL score of 600 on the paper-based test to be considered
for admission.
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