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MEDIA STUDIES
Admission Requirements
Applicants apply for admission to the program via the Graduate School
application for admission (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-
admissions/how-to-apply/). Requirements listed here are in addition to
Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-300 Admissions Policies
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/).

Scores from the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) are required for
admission. Students with a 3.00 junior/senior grade-point average are
eligible for admission. Three letters of recommendation are required.
Applicants must also submit an autobiographical statement of about
1,000 words indicating the nature of the applicant's interest in Media
Studies, reasons for wanting to do graduate work, and future aspirations
relating to the field of mass communications. Experience shows that
most applicants hold a bachelor's degree in a field of the liberal arts
or the social and behavioral sciences, including journalism and mass
communications. However, this does not preclude applicants with other
backgrounds, abilities, and interests such as those whose undergraduate
training may have been in a scientific or technical field. In every case, the
applicant should explain in the autobiographical statement how his or
her undergraduate education relates to the decision to seek admission to
graduate study in mass communications.

The language of instruction at Penn State is English. English proficiency
test scores (TOEFL/IELTS) may be required for international applicants.
See GCAC-305 Admission Requirements for International Students
(https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/gcac/
gcac-300/gcac-305-admission-requirements-international-students/) for
more information.

Applicants to the Media Studies program must have a score of 24 or
higher on the speaking section of the TOEFL Internet-based test.
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