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WOMEN'S, GENDER, AND
SEXUALITY STUDIES
Minor
Requirements listed here are in addition to requirements for minors
in Graduate Council policies listed under GCAC-600 Research Degree
Policies (https://gradschool.psu.edu/graduate-education-policies/) and
GCAC-700 Professional Degree Policies (https://gradschool.psu.edu/
graduate-education-policies/).

An interdisciplinary graduate minor in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies is available. A student seeking a minor does not have to pass
through an admissions process, and a minor can be completed by any
student who is simultaneously completing any graduate degree at Penn
State.

Master's Minor
Master's Minor Requirements: To earn a master's-level graduate minor
students are required to take 9 credits of course work in Women's,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies. Six of these credits include WMNST 502
Global Feminisms (3 cr.) and WMNST 507 Feminist Theory (3 cr.). The
additional three credits must be chosen in consultation with and pre-
approval from the Director of Graduate Studies in WGSS.

Doctoral Minor
To earn a doctoral-level minor in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
students are required to complete 15 credits of graduate course work.
Nine of these credits must include core theory: WMNST 502 Global
Feminisms (3 cr.), WMNST 507 Feminist Theory (3 cr.), and either
WMNST 509 Feminist Pedagogies (3 cr.) or WMNST 508 Feminist
Methodologies (3 cr.). Students also must complete 6 additional credits
of Women's Studies course work (at least 3 of which must be at the
500 level); these courses must be approved by the Director of Graduate
Studies of WGSS.

Official requests to add the minor to a doctoral student’s academic
record must be submitted to Graduate Enrollment Services prior to
establishment of the doctoral committee and prior to scheduling the
comprehensive examination. The request entails completing the “add
graduate minor” (https://gradschool.psu.edu/forms-and-documents/
ges-owned-forms-and-documents/addgrminorpdf/) form, and getting
the signature of the WGSS Director of Graduate Studies. At least one
Graduate Faculty member from WGSS must serve on the candidate’s
Ph.D. committee.
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