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POLITICAL SCIENCE, B.A.
(BEHREND)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: Erie

Program Description
The discipline of political science consists of different related subfields
such as American government, international relations, comparative
politics (the study of different political systems), political theory, law,
and public policy and administration (the study of how governments
accomplish objectives). The major offers students the opportunity to
take course work in most subfields as well as seek practical experience
through an internship. All students are encouraged to develop research
and writing and statistical skills. Many students have continued their
education in law or graduate school.

Crime and Law Option
This option requires coursework in criminology and law and helps
to prepare students for careers in law and criminal justice, including
students planning on law school.

International Relations Option
This option requires coursework in international politics and comparative
politics and prepares students for careers with international institutions
or in business in other countries, and for graduate school work in
international affairs.

Politics and Government Option
This option allows students to choose their own concentrations of
coursework within political science and helps to prepare students for
a variety of careers, including government employment, social studies
secondary education, activist politics, and graduate school in political
science.

Public Policy Option
This option requires coursework related to how to make government
and policy decisions effectively and prepares students for careers with
government offices, businesses, interest groups, or think tanks related to
public policy, or in public administration, or for graduate degree programs
in public policy or public administration.

What is Political Science?
Political science is one of the social sciences. It is the study of systems
of governance and governmental institutions, political activity, political
thought, and political behavior. Political science draws from many other
academic disciplines, including economics, law, sociology, history,
philosophy, geography, psychology, and anthropology. There also are
subfields of political science, such as comparative politics, political
theory, international relations, international law, public administration, and
public policy. Political science students study how American government
works (and doesn't work) and what can be done to improve government
at the federal, state, and local level. In comparative government and
international relations coursework, students study the politics and
policies of other countries. Political theory courses examine the ideas of
famous political philosophers, while courses on law and the legal process
provide knowledge about the criminal justice and civil litigation systems.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to understand how political and governmental decisions are

made.
• You love discussing and analyzing events in the news.
• You're interested in how the legal system works.
• You’re interested in how diplomacy works.
• You’re looking for a degree that is useful in many different career

paths.


