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AMERICAN STUDIES, B.A.
(CAPITAL)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: Harrisburg

Program Description
This interdisciplinary major is designed to provide students with an
integrated and critical knowledge of American culture, drawing on
courses in American Studies and in the traditional disciplines and
culminating in two senior seminars. A number of interests may be
pursued within the major, including popular culture, art, technology,
business, law, archives, museology, and conservation. The major helps
prepare students for careers in business, teaching, government, and a
number of other areas, and for enrollment in law and other professional
programs.

What is American Studies?
American Studies examines the country’s history in a way that
emphasizes culture – literature, art & architecture, film, folklore, music,
and media. While discovering America’s past, students learn to think
critically – to analyze and evaluate information; to write and speak clearly
and expressively; and to conduct research.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You enjoy pop culture and wonder what social and historical forces

helped shape it.
• You like making connections between history, society, economics,

literature, film, and art.
• You want to understand the American experience beyond just what is

relayed in a history text.
• You want to explore the experiences of women, minorities, and

different ethnic and religious groups.
• You want to pursue a career in education, law, government, museums,

cultural agencies, archives, public policy, or communications.


