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Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: Harrisburg

Program Description
The Political Science major offers the student an opportunity to
understand not only American federal, state, and local governments,
but also the political systems of other nations and the philosophies
that underlie them. Courses are offered in American, comparative, and
international politics, and in political theory and methodology. Internship
opportunities are available.

What is Political Science?
Political science is one of the social sciences. It is the study of systems
of governance and governmental institutions, political activity, political
thought, and political behavior. Political science draws from many other
academic disciplines, including economics, law, sociology, history,
philosophy, geography, psychology, and anthropology. There also are
subfields of political science, such as comparative politics, political
theory, international relations, international law, public administration, and
public policy. Political science students study how American government
works (and doesn't work) and what can be done to improve government
at the federal, state, and local level. In comparative government and
international relations coursework, students study the politics and
policies of other countries. Political theory courses examine the ideas of
famous political philosophers, while courses on law and the legal process
provide knowledge about the criminal justice and civil litigation systems.

You Might Like This Program If...
You are interested in how power and resources are allocated in society.
Students in this major study governments, public policies, and political
behavior in the United States and around the world from both a
humanistic and scientific perspective. If you’re interested in how history,
culture, and economics shape our lives and impact things like economic
development, conflict, foreign policy, terrorism, globalization, and the
environment, then this is the major for you.


