
Housing, Certificate 1

HOUSING, CERTIFICATE
Requirements for an undergraduate certificate may be completed at any
campus location offering the specified courses for the certificate.

Program Description
This certificate program is designed to prepare students for a
career in the housing industry. Students are required to take a set of
complementary courses in the technology of housing, the development
process, and the design and the delivery processes for housing. The
minimum number of credits required is 12, with no less than six credits at
the 400-level.

What is Housing?
This program is designed to provide undergraduate students with a
means of developing some basic knowledge of housing and preparing
for a career in the housing industry. Housing, from low-rise detached
houses to multi-unit, multi-story apartment buildings, from motels to
high-rise hotels, from student residences to rural housing, is a major and
vital component of the built environment. New single-family housing
represents at least 4% of the GDP, and housing and its consequences
account for about 12% of the GDP. With a national housing stock in
excess of 110,000,000 units, the maintenance, operation, repair - and
especially the upgrading, retrofit and remodeling of the existing stock -
are a very important component of the national economy. Engineers have
many important roles to play in the housing business, especially with the
developmental, economic and technical aspects of housing.

You Might Like This Program If...
You are passionate about housing and pursuing a career in the housing
industry. Students are typically involved with the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB) Student Chapter at Penn State and/or
student competition teams like the NAHB Student Competition and U.S.
Department of Energy Race to Zero competition. This certificate will
also help you to increase your competitiveness for employment in the
residential construction industry.


