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COMMUNICATION SCIENCES
AND DISORDERS, B.S.
(HEALTH AND HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: University Park

Program Description
This major offers a comprehensive program of study for preparing
students who want to become speech-language pathologists or
audiologists. The curriculum is specifically designed for the sole
purpose of preparing undergraduate students for graduate study in
communication sciences and disorders or related areas. This occurs
because state licensure laws and professional certifications require
that a speech-language pathologist or audiologist must have a master's
degree, pass a national test, and complete a clinical fellowship year.

Overall, the curriculum enables students to develop fundamental
knowledge based on scientific principles, skills, and attitudes required
for habilitating and rehabilitating persons of all ages with a wide range
of speech, language, and hearing problems. Further, the curriculum
allows students an opportunity to explore all aspects of communication
sciences and disorders as well as elect courses of special interest.

The first two years of study emphasize general education and
background study. The last two years of study emphasize normal
and disordered aspects of speech, language, and hearing as well
as professional management, concerns, and obligations. Clinical
observation and diversity focused coursework are included in the
curriculum.

What is Communication Sciences and
Disorders?
Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD) is the study of human
communication disorders. Undergraduate students acquire a strong
foundation in the basic sciences and processes related to typical, delayed
and disordered speech, language, cognition, swallowing, and hearing.
Students gain critical-thinking abilities necessary to apply foundational
knowledge and skills to the identification, assessment, and treatment
of communication disorders. Graduates proceed to advanced degrees
in speech-language pathology or audiology to habilitate and rehabilitate
children and adults with a variety of disorders and delays through
service and research. Speech-language pathologists and audiologists
are employed in environments such as schools, hospitals, rehabilitation
centers, community clinics and nursing homes.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You know you will find fulfillment in working closely with others.
• You want to pursue a career in a helping profession.
• You envision yourself teaching people skills to improve their quality of

life.
• You want to develop new interventions for those with

communications disorders.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND
DISORDERS (https://hhd.psu.edu/csd/communication-sciences-and-
disorders-undergraduate-program/)
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