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Program Description
The Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminology is offered by the Criminology
Program in the Department of Sociology.

This major provides students with a broadly based liberal education
focused on the understanding and analysis of crime and justice systems.
Students obtain a foundation of knowledge of the basic components
of the criminal justice and legal systems as well as abilities to solve
problems, think and read critically, and write effectively within the context
of criminal justice and criminological research and theory.

The B.A. degree is suitable for students seeking entry-level positions in
the criminal justice system and for students interested in graduate and
law school. Students interested in acquiring strong quantitative skills
should consider the B.S. degree.

What is Criminology?
Criminology is a broad and interdisciplinary field of study that promotes
an understanding of crime and the criminal justice system and how
they relate to human behavior, social environments, and government
policy. Examples of topics studied in Criminology are: the causes and
consequences of deviant and/or criminal behavior; the structure and
functions of the criminal justice system; societal and individual reactions
to crimes and criminal justice processing; the spatial and geographical
elements associated with crime and poverty; and the dynamics of
criminal justice policy making.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are interested in studying human behavior through an

interdisciplinary lens.
• You are fascinated with deviance and/or criminal behavior.
• You would like to study the functioning of the criminal justice system.
• You’re passionate about issues of social justice.
• You would like to go to law school or graduate school.
• You want to pursue a career in policing, corrections or governmental.


