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Career Paths
Because the study of Italian comprises advanced-level language
proficiency and the development of cultural understanding, critical
thinking, and communicative capacities, successful Penn State students
have gone on to pursue many professions. In the Italian program, majors
and minors have access to:

• Individualized advising aimed at integrating complementary majors/
minors, study abroad, and internship opportunities.

• Italian-specific fellowships, prizes, and capstone project opportunities
to ready them for future goals.

• Mentorship that connects Italian students with alumni who have
applied successfully to graduate schools, participated in Fulbright/
Peace Corps/Teach for America/etc., or are making contributions in
the career path of particular interest.

Careers
As a humanistic program in the liberal arts, Italian is not designed to be
directly vocational. Italian prepares students to access a wide array of
rewarding and unique careers, including those related to international
business, travel, journalism, ministry, diplomacy, banking, science fields,
the arts, and education. The federal government employs graduates with
advanced foreign-language skills in organizations including the National
Security Agency, the Central Intelligence Agency, the U.S. Information
Agency, and the Department of Labor. Students with degrees in the
humanities are also particularly successful applicants to graduate and
professional schools, such as law, business, and medicine.

Opportunities for Graduate Studies
Any of the three baccalaureate degree options in Italian (the Bachelor
of Arts in Italian Language and Literature, the Bachelor of Arts in Italian
Studies, or the Bachelor of Science in Applied Italian) can serve as the
foundation for graduate studies in Italian, as well as other humanistic,
social science, and STEM disciplines. Italian can also lead to advanced
professional degrees in business, educational administration, law, and
medicine.


