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Program Description
Italian is the voice of one of the formative cultural traditions of the
Western world. The study of Italy and its language offers a rigorous,
interdisciplinary exploration of the continuing vitality of modern Italian
and Italian American culture through literature, cinema, translation
studies, the arts, Roman thought, fashion, tourism, Mediterranean cuisine,
and much more. Italian, in its humanistic breadth and depth, offers
students access to a wide variety of professional pathways through
an emphasis on global communicative understanding and cultural
sensitivity. Learning a foreign language also improves oral and written
skills in English interactions. The Italian B.S. encourages students to
develop skills in Italian (speaking, reading, writing) in preparation for
careers in professional areas where fluency in Italian is particularly
relevant and useful.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You enjoy learning languages and communicating with people from a

particularly rich cultural civilization.
• You dream of studying abroad. More Penn State students currently

study in Italy than in any other nation of the world, and you will enjoy
more memorable experiences with a deeper preparation through
advanced coursework in Italian.

• You wish to learn more about the roots of your family heritage and
traditions.


