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Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: University Park

Program Description
This is an interdisciplinary program of study designed to give students
an integrated knowledge of medieval civilization. While the main area of
study is the fifth to sixteenth centuries in Europe, a global perspective is
offered with particular attention to the Near East and the Pacific Rim.

What is Medieval Studies?
Medieval Studies is an interdisciplinary field that ranges widely across
periods and geographies. We usually imagine the Middle Ages as the
millennium between the end of classical antiquity and the start of the
Renaissance. But concepts and institutions that we take as distinctively
modern—the individual, companionate marriage, the state, vernacular
languages as expressions of national identity—begin in the Middle
Ages. And the Middle Ages return as a powerful source for imaginative
expression in the art and literature of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries and in digital culture in the twenty-first century.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to grow as an analytical thinker with good writing skills, the

ability to synthesize disparate materials, and a deep sense of context.
• You have an interest in studying a rich and dynamic period, and

wish to further understand the time through its history, literature,
philosophy, and culture.


