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MEDIEVAL STUDIES, MINOR
Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description
The Medieval Studies minor encourages an interdisciplinary approach to
the diverse and interconnected cultures of Europe and the Mediterranean
rim between the fifth and the fifteenth centuries and to contact zones in
the Americas, Near East, and the northwestern Pacific. Students survey
and evaluate key dimensions of the medieval period across disciplinary
boundaries. They develop skills in critical writing and in analyzing
documents, monuments, contexts, and conventions of expression;
consider emerging fields such as digital humanities and new media; and
examine the abiding cross-cultural and trans-historical significance of
historical, social, religious, creative, and linguistic developments from the
medieval period. The minor allows students to combine courses, guided
readings, and research projects in fields such as history, art, archaeology,
literature, languages, philosophy, and religious studies.

What is Medieval Studies?
Medieval Studies is an interdisciplinary field that ranges widely across
periods and geographies. We usually imagine the Middle Ages as the
millennium between the end of classical antiquity and the start of the
Renaissance. But concepts and institutions that we take as distinctively
modern—the individual, companionate marriage, the state, vernacular
languages as expressions of national identity—begin in the Middle
Ages. And the Middle Ages return as a powerful source for imaginative
expression in the art and literature of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries and in digital culture in the twenty-first century.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to grow as an analytical thinker with good writing skills, the

ability to synthesize disparate materials, and a deep sense of context.
• You have an interest in studying a rich and dynamic period, and

wish to further understand the time through its history, literature,
philosophy, and culture.


