
Middle East Studies, B.A. 1

MIDDLE EAST STUDIES, B.A.
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: University Park

Spring 2024 Curricular Update: The program description, entrance
requirements, and program requirements detailed on this page are effective
beginning Spring 2024. To learn more about what approved curricular
changes take effect in Spring 2024, please visit the Changes to the
UG Bulletin page (https://bulletins.psu.edu/undergraduate/general-
information/using-this-bulletin/#changestotheugbulletintext). To view the
requirements in effect for Fall 2023, please visit the 2023-24 Undergraduate
Bulletin PDF (https://bulletins.psu.edu/pdf/undergraduate.pdf).

Program Description
The Middle East Studies major fosters the study of the Middle East
from a variety of perspectives and disciplines. The core of the major
is a foundation in the history of the region and the politics, societies,
and cultures of the past and the present, in a global context. The major
promotes the development of analytical skills, articulate expression
of ideas, awareness of current events, and engagement in meaningful
discussion.

What is Middle East Studies?
Middle Eastern Studies intends to instill an understanding of the history
and culture of the multiple countries that make up the Middle East, from
ancient through modern times. It is an interdisciplinary area of study
that encompasses various aspects of the Middle East such as history,
politics, religion, language, literature, art history, and more. Middle Eastern
Studies offers a way to investigate a region of the world from multiple
perspectives engaging a variety of methods of study.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You are interested in gaining further insight into the 

politics, societies, and cultures of the Middle East.
• You are interested in adding the Middle East Studies major to your

major in a related field such as History, Global and International
Studies, Political Science, and Arabic.

• You have a desire to do in depth research on the Middle East, and
hope to spend time in the Middle East.

• You are interested in a career in international trade, diplomacy, aid,
education, and more.

• You are interested in graduate studies in fields such as history, middle
east studies, Islamic studies, Jewish studies, archaeology, philosophy,
comparative literature, religious studies, political science, sociology,
economics, and more.
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