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Program Description
The Philosophy B.S. option is intended for students who wish to study
philosophy as part of a multiple major program with other B.S. degree
programs, especially those connected to the life sciences, the physical
sciences, mathematics, engineering, or technology. It allows such
students to study the philosophical, critical, and ethical dimensions of
pure and applied sciences, including the areas of philosophy foundational
for such study. The focus is, then, on analytic and normative reasoning
connected to reasoning and explanation; theory and practice; the nature
and limits of human understanding; and the structure and knowability of
the world it seeks to understand.

What is Philosophy?
Philosophy is the oldest of the liberal arts, and is often defined simply
as the love of wisdom. Philosophy is at the core of the liberal arts
tradition and provided the foundation for the modern university, yet it
remains highly relevant to life in technologically complex, diverse, global,
information driven societies such as our own. The Philosophy major
provides in-depth study of fundamental issues that inescapably confront
all persons, such as ethics, social and political philosophy, aesthetics,
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, philosophy of religion, epistemology,
philosophy of science, and logic. These studies enhance imaginative,
interpretive, analytical, critical, and communicative capacities. Majors
thus may acquire intellectual abilities crucial for self-fulfillment,
responsible participation in public life, and success in a wide range of
careers—including law, business, education, journalism, medicine, and
public service.


