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PSYCHOLOGY, B.S. (LIBERAL
ARTS)
Begin Campus: Any Penn State Campus

End Campus: University Park, World Campus

Program Description
This major is designed for students who want to learn about behavior,
normal and abnormal, how it is studied, and its relation to applied areas.
Students are encouraged to conduct research with members of the
faculty and/or take a practicum in an applied setting. Graduates are
equipped for various positions in human service agencies, industrial
settings, or laboratories. Others go on to professional school, e.g.,
medical school, law school, or to continue their training in psychology
working toward a master's or a doctoral degree. Majors may elect either a
Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science program.

The B.S. degree program requires more coursework in the sciences than
the B.A. program, and students may select courses from one of four
areas--mathematics/computer science, statistics, business, or biology--
which may be taken instead of a foreign language.

What is Psychology?
Psychology is the scientific study of thought, behavior, and experience.
Many people associate psychology with psychological therapy and the
practice of clinical psychology. There are also many other important
areas of scientific psychology, such as cognitive, developmental,
industrial/organizational, and social psychology. What these subfields
of psychology have in common is the use of the scientific method
to understand human behavior and apply that understanding to the
development of theory and practice. Psychologists are increasingly
making use of neuroscience methods and theories to understand
psychological phenomena. As a profession, psychology is related to fields
such as health, education, marketing, human resources, social work, and
more. The principles of psychology are relevant to almost all areas of
human endeavor, and the career paths of psychology students reflect this
wealth of possibilities.

You Might Like This Program If...
• You want to better understand people’s thoughts, feelings, and

behavior.
• You want to learn about how the brain works, how it malfunctions,

and how it recovers.
• You are interested in child development, mental health, personality,

social interactions, organizations, and neuroscience.
• You want a career as a psychologist, counselor, social worker, or other

human services professional.
• You want a broad understanding of human behavior to help you

pursue a career in business, law, or medicine.


