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Career Paths
Employers today value effective communication, analytical thinking,
and teamwork. With its emphasis on how gender, sexuality, race and
other forms of diversity impact the experiences of every individual, the
Women’s Studies curriculum trains its majors to recognize the impacts
of bias and unequal social power in the social, cultural and political
arenas. Graduates enter their post-graduate world sensitive to diverse
perspectives that can either facilitate or impede team building, problem
solving, and negotiation. Women’s Studies graduates—no matter where
their career paths lead—are committed to the kind of institutional and
social change that values all voices, and supports social justice.

Careers
Women’s Studies graduates from Penn State work in a wide variety of
professions and industries. You will find us in the legal profession (one
alumna runs her own legal firm, serving lower-income clients and gender-
based discrimination cases). Others work in communications, marketing
and advertising, business, banking and human resources. Activist
students find their way into non-profits, advocacy groups, government,
human development, journalism and communications. Women’s health
is a dynamic field—medical care, nursing and research positions are out
there, as well as health administration. Teaching attracts many of our
graduates.

Opportunities for Graduate Studies
The scholarly field of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies prepares
students to study some of the most complex challenges in a world where
gender, race, class, sexuality, and power are always intertwined. As an
interdisciplinary field, WGSS spans the arts and sciences, the humanities,
and policy fields and provides applicable training for students seeking to
continue their studies. Our scholars gain experience as researchers and
teachers with the innovative tools to prepare them as leaders across the
public, private, and educational sectors.

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATE STUDIES
(https://wgss.la.psu.edu/graduate/)

Professional Resources
• National Women’s Studies Association (https://www.nwsa.org/)
• National Organization for Women (https://now.org/)

https://wgss.la.psu.edu/graduate/
https://wgss.la.psu.edu/graduate/
https://www.nwsa.org/
https://www.nwsa.org/
https://now.org/
https://now.org/

