
Classification of Students by Semester 1

CLASSIFICATION OF
STUDENTS BY SEMESTER
Semester classification (i.e., semester standing) is determined by a
student’s total credits earned. It is used by the University to establish how
early a student may register, assign classes with a prerequisite semester
classification, determine eligibility for change of campus, calculate
tuition, and eligibility for parking on campus.

A degree candidate’s semester classification is based upon the following
table of total credits earned:

Total Credits Earned Semester Classification Status
14.0 or fewer 1 First-Year Student
14.1 to 29 2
29.1 to 44 3 Sophomore
44.1 to 59 4
59.1 to 74 5 Junior
74.1 to 89 6
89.1 to 104 7 Senior
104.1 to 119 8
119.1 to 134 9
134.1 to 149 10
149.1 or more 11

READ SENATE POLICY 37-70: ENTRANCE TO AND CHANGES IN MAJOR
PROGRAM OF STUDY (https://senate.psu.edu/policies-and-rules-for-
undergraduate-students/37-00-entrance-to-a-college-or-major/#37-70)

Cumulative Credits/Total Credits
Total credits earned are used to determine a student's semester
classification. Cumulative credits are used to calculate a student's
grade points when grade-point average is determined. Total credits
and cumulative credits are calculated every semester and reported on
the student's grade report and transcript. Academic renewal requires a
student's total credits and cumulative credits to be recalculated.

Total Credits
Total credits earned include Penn State credits successfully completed
and indicated on the student's record by letter grades A, A-, B+, B,
B-, C+, C, or D; as well as courses satisfactorily completed under
the satisfactory/unsatisfactory grading system, credits earned by
examination, and research credits. Total credits also include credits
accepted at Penn State that have been earned in other ways, for example,
credits transferred to Penn State from another institution and credits
earned through the Advanced Placement Program of the College Board.

Total credits exclude courses in which a grade of F was earned and
audited courses.

Cumulative Credits
Cumulative credits include the number of credits taken at Penn State and
retained on the student's schedule for a letter grade, even if a grade of F
was earned.

Cumulative credits exclude credits earned by other means, for example,
courses that were scheduled for satisfactory/unsatisfactory grading,
credits earned by examination, credits earned with a research grade,

credits earned at any other institution and transferred to Penn State,
credits earned through the Advanced Placement Program of the College
Board, and audited courses.

READ SENATE POLICY 37-70: ACADEMIC CLASSIFICATION OF
STUDENTS BY SEMESTER (https://senate.psu.edu/policies-and-rules-for-
undergraduate-students/37-00-entrance-to-a-college-or-major/#37-70)

READ SENATE POLICY 51-00: GRADE-POINT AVERAGE (https://
senate.psu.edu/policies-and-rules-for-undergraduate-students/51-00-
grade-point-average/)
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