FOREST ECOSYSTEMS, MINOR

Requirements for a minor may be completed at any campus location
offering the specified courses for the minor. Students may not change
from a campus that offers their major to a campus that does not offer
their major for the purpose of completing a minor.

Program Description

The Forest Ecosystems minor introduces students to the functions and
values of forested ecosystems. After a prescribed foundation in tree
and shrub identification and forest ecology, students may choose from
a variety of related subjects including climate change, invasive species,
tree physiology, agroforestry, fire ecology, forest soils, forest ecosystem
management, forest measurements, community forestry, and global
forest conservation.

What are Forest Ecosystems?

Forest ecosystems are central to the health of our planet. They exist

on every continent except Antarctica, support essential processes on
Earth to make life possible, contribute strongly to the stability of our
climate, provide habitat for innumerable plant and animal species, offer
recreational and spiritual values for humanity, and supply goods and
services that benefit humans. Studying forest ecosystems facilitates your
understanding of how forest ecosystems work, how ecological processes
affect forest functions, how these functions are linked to the provision of
ecosystem goods and services, and how forests—a renewable resource
with one of the lowest carbon footprints—can be managed to ensure
these functions are sustained.

You Might Like This Program If...

You are passionate about the health of the planet, its forests, other
natural resources, and humanity’s future.

You enjoy nature and want to develop skills to identify trees and
shrubs in the field.

You are curious to know how forests work.

You are concerned about sustaining forests and the values they
provide.
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